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PREFACE. 
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W  HEN  the  members  of  the  Medical  Society, 

;  .  on  the  day  of  my  delivering  this  Oration  be-. 

fore  them,  did  me  the  honor  to  requeft  its  publica- 

v  *  -i 

tio,n,  I  confidered  the  requeft  as  a  complimentary 

cuftom  ufual  on  that  occalion,  and  as  fuch  received 

r  V*  V  .  .  *  % 

it ;  however,  on  a  fecond  and  third  application,  by 
order  of  their  Council,  amongft  whom  freedom  of 
debate  on  any  fubjed  is  expected,  and  all  compli- , 
ment  and  ceremony  incompatible  with  their  cha¬ 
racters  in  that  department,  I  was  induced  to  believe 
that  they  might  have  perceived  feme  hints,  at  Jeaft, 
not  unworthy  further  conlideration ;  and,  riotwith- 

A  2  handing, 
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{landing,  I  had  at  firfl  afked  permiffion  to  make 
fuch  additions,  as  to  me  appeared  requifite,  on  find¬ 
ing  they  would  be  infinitely  too  diffufive  for  a  work 
of  this  nature,  and  as  I  could  claim  protection  only 
by  adhering  flriCtly  to  thofe  fentiments  and  opinions 
which  were  to  them  delivered,  and  upon  which 
they  could  alone  found  a  wifh  for  my  making  them 
more  public  ;  in  that  ftate  I  now  offer  them  with¬ 
out  alteration,  referving  the  elucidation  of  feveral 
parts  for  fome  future  occafion,  as  they  form  the 
bafis  of  a  larger  work,  which  I  have  an  intention 
of  completing  as  I  can  find  opportunity. 

Should  therefore  the  following  fheets,  which  now 
make  their  appearance  to  the  world,  in  compliance 
with  the  defire  of  the  Medical  Society,  fortunately 
add  the  flighted  ray  of  confequence  to  that  collective 
Body,  and  afford  the  candid  Reader  fatisfaCtion,  my 
labor  will  be  amply  compenfated  ;  particularly  as, 


at 


t  V  ] 

at  the  fame  time,  it  will  evince  the  deference  I  pay 
to  the  Impartiality — Judgement — and  Abilities  of 

feveral  Members  of  that  inftitution— as  well  as  the 

♦ 

fenfe  of  that  duty  I  owe  to  the  Community  in 
general. 

G.  W. 
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ADDENDUM. 


After  (i  heart,”  in  Page  37,  line  7,  injert  «  mufcular  fibres.” 
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ANNUAL  ORATION. 


Gentlemen ,  and  Fellow- AJfociates  f 

A  S  I  confider  this  inftitution  formed  on  the  broad 
bafis  of  univerfal  good,  the  parent  of  general  utility, 
not  of  felfilh  oftentation  ;  and  as  this,  with  its  filler 
kingdoms,  may  be  juftly  ftiled  the  emporium  of 
medical  knowledge,  where  many  of  its  members, 
the  brightell  luminaries  of  the  Hippocratic  fchool, 
have  not  difdained  to  convey  their  difcoveries  to  the 
world  in  the  common  language  of  this  country — a 
language,  if  not  elleemed  fo  concife  and  elegant,  yet 

full  as  comprehenlive,  full  as  replete  with  delcrip- 

B  tive 


[  =  I 

tive  powers,  as  any  of  which  Greece  or  Rome  could 
ever  boaft  ;  and  as  it  mult  be  allowed,  that  opi¬ 
nions  in  any  art  ought  to  be  delivered  in  modes 
diverted  of  all  ambiguity  and  embarraffment,  cer¬ 
tainly,  conrtdering  our  own  vernacular  language  pof- 
ferted  of  theie  advantages,  as  being  the  moll  fami¬ 
liar  to  a  very  great  majority  of  this  audience,  though 
learned ,  before  which  I  have  the  honor  to  prefent 
myfelf,  and  perfectly  underftood  by  all  —  it  will 
not,  I  hope,  be  conftrued  want  of  refpe£t,  or  a 
carelefs  inattention  to  the  confequence  and  dignity 
ever  annexed  to  profeffional  bodies  thus  affociated, 

'  •  -  r  * 

that  I  have  prefumed  to  deviate  from  fome  of  my 
predecefiors,  dropping  the  tinfelled  trappings  of 

•  '  -  '  .  -  ,  »  .  mm  •  • 

Roman  grace,  for  the  plain,  but  more  ufeful  orna¬ 
ment  of  Englilh  perfpicuity  ;  and  making  ufe  of  a 
vehicle,  eafy,  as  common,  to  communicate  my  ob- 
fervations,  in  order  that  I  might,  through  the  whole 
of  them,  be  readily  followed,  and  not  in  any  part 

'  -  i 

mifunderftood.  •  - 

For 
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For  however  familiar  may  be  the  Latin  idiom 
to  readers  converfant  in  that  language  —  however 
eafy  to  comprehend  in  its  niceft  points  — —  to  au¬ 
ditors,  not  conftantly  habituated  to  that  flyle  of 
delivery,  the  familiarity,  and  ready  comprehenfion, 
would  be  defedive. 


On  thefe  confiderations  I  found  fome  fmall  claim 
to  your  approbation  ;  and,  confidering  the  arduouf- 

■'  ’  y  '  .  ~  *» 

nefs  of  the  prefent  undertaking,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
I  fliali  ftill  farther  experience  your  indulgence. 

#v  »  «  r.  r  f.  4  p. 

Unimprefled  with  this  idea,  infurmountable  indeed 
would  have  been  the  difficulties  which  prefented 
themfelves  to  my  refledion ;  but  confcious  that 
liberality  of  fentiment,  with  men  of  erudition, 
direds  the  judgement,  and  foftens  the  feverity  of 
criticifm,  every  obftacle  vanifhed,  and  diffidence 
gavQ  way  to  duty.  For  it  has  ever  been,  with  me, 
a  fixed  principle,  and  laid  down  as  a  law  immutable ; 
That,  as  every  individual  in  the  medical  hemif- 
phere  is  fo  clofely,  and  fo  necfeflarily  united  to  the 

R  2  welfare 
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welfare  of  mankind,  he  is  bound  by  the  ftrongeffi 
ties,  natural  and  focial,  to  exert  his  abilities,  how¬ 
ever  weak,  when  called  to  promote  any  laudable- 
purpofe. 

Conne&ed  therefore  as  I  am  with  the  members, 
of  this  medical  inflitution —  with  you,  who  actuated 
by  philanthropy,  make  fcience  the  pleafurable  labour 
of  your  lives  —  and  that  part  of  fcience  your  parti¬ 
cular  ftudy,  the  moft  noble  which  can  engage  the. 
purfuit  of  man  —  framed  by  Divine  Wifdom  for 

the  relief  and  prefervation  of  the  human  fpecies _ 

preventing,  mitigating,  and  fubduing  many  of  their 
corporal  calamities  —  your  wifhes  I  conlidered  as  a. 
mandate  —  and,  as  you  have  thought  proper  to 
ele£t  me  to  this  office  of  honor  —  an  office,  which 
would  have  been  far  better  fupplied  by  many  of 
your  affociates - It  became  me,  therefore,  to  re¬ 

flect,  what  there  was  in  my  power  to  offer,  which 
might  in  fome,  though  perhaps  too  fmall  a  degree, 
compenfate  for  your  lofs  of  time  and  attention  to 

the 

i 
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die  confequential  avocation  of  your  profeffions, 
which  candour  would  fubjedt  you  to  on  this  occa- 
fion. 

Converfant  as  you  are  with,  affiduoufiy  engaged 
in,  the  acquifition  of  medical  knowledge,  and  happy 
in  the  promulgation,  two  points  fell  only  to  my  elec¬ 
tion  ;  either  to  furnifh  fomething  new ,  for  the  im¬ 
provement  :  or  fomething  to  clear  what  might  retard 
and  clog  the  progrefs  of  the  healing  art^ 

Of  the  former,  I  fear,  I  have  little  to  lay  before 
you  worthy  of  your  attention  ;  even  vanity  cannot 
fuggeft  to,  or  perfuade,  me,  that  any  thing  has  oc¬ 
curred  to  my  obfervation,  with  which  you  may  not, 

perhaps,  have  been  long  acquainted - My  ani- 

madverfions  muft  therefore,  in  a  great  meafure,  be 
confined  to  the  latter  ;  wherein  I  fiiall  only  prefume 
to  offer  fome  hints,  which  taken  into  the  confidera- 
tion  of  fuperior  abilities,  may  affift,  fo  am  I  led  to 
hope,  in  extending  our  particular  art  to  that  goal 

of 
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,of  perfeftion,  at  which  human  exertions  are  limited 
only  to  arrive. 

And,  as  many  obftacles  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way,  which  have  prevented  us  from  riling  to  that 
achme,  as  much  as  human  endeavours,  united  with 
ftrong  mental  powers  and  indefatigable  affiduity, 
judicioufly  conduced,  would  have  accomplilhed  ;  the 
greateft  of  which  has  been  the  third  after  theoretic 
knowledge  —  it  might  appear  necelfary  to  take  a 
furvey  of  the  progrefs  of  the  medic  art,  from  the 
time  of  the  divine  old  man,  the  fir  ft  founder  of  fyf- 

tematic  phyfic,  to  the  prefent  asra,  in  which  fome 

/  *  — 

poffefs  no  lefs  merited ,  no  lefs  exalted  charaBers.  But 

to  an  audience  like  this,  fo  well  verfed  in  the  hif- 

tory  of  phyfic,  and  all  its  branches,  it  would  pro- 

*  —  ^ 

perly  be  confidered,  a  work  of  prefumption  and 

I  ,r  _ 

fupererogation. 

*  *  •  f  ‘  r  *  i 

I  (hall  therefore  only,  as  it  is  necefiarily  con- 

\ 

peeled  with  my  fubjeft,  take  a  concife  view  of  the 


i 


means 
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means  by  which  Hippocrates  acquired  his  know¬ 
ledge,  extenfive  as  it  was,  confidering  the  period  in 
which  he  lived  —  in  the  fame  manner,  fhew  how 
his  fucceflors  rather  retarded  than  promoted  the 
utility  of  the  dEfculapian  Art,  particularly  as  fome 
of  our  Profeffors  fleer  not  altogether  clear  of  fimilar 
errors  ;  and  then  attempt  to  point  out,  where  fome 
of  our  prelent  modes  require  the  aid  of  correc¬ 
tion. 

Hippocrates  enriched  his  mind  from  obferva- 

♦ 

tion,  and  founded  his  practice  on  fa£ts,  limply  as 
they  appeared  to  him ;  who  being  bleft  with  quick 
perception,  nice  difcrimination,  and  profound  faga- 
city,  made  fuch  difcoveries  —  deduced  fuch  certain 
confequences  —  and  raifed  his  fuperftructures  on  fo 
folid  a  foundation,  that  he  left  behind  him  Jlupen- 
dous  monuments  of  great  abilities ; — Abilities ,  fo  fu- 
perior  to  his  predecelfors,  and  cotemporaries,  that 
future  ages  purfued  with  avidity,  and  retained  with 
confidence,  many  documents  framed  in  the  in- 


t  s  ] 

fancy  of  his  art  — <  and  happy  had  it  been  for  later 
times,  had  his  plan,  Ample  and  eafy  as  it  was,  been 
religioufly  obferved.  But,  alas  !  Man,  as  if  uncon- 
fcious  of  his  own  weaknefs,  vain  enough  to  fuppofe 
he  could  difcover  the  arcana  nature  —  inveftigate  firft 
caufes  —  and  carry  his  curious  eye  into  the  darkeft 
labyrinths,  began  to  prefer  ingenuity  to  obferva- 
tion  ;  and  mounted  on  the  wings  of  falfe  fame,  dis¬ 
regarded  the  humble  paths  of  modeft  inquiry,  and 
built  on  vain  and  conjectural  hypothefis ; — and  what 
the  refult  ?  Theory  arofe  after  theory  ;  and  each 
fucceeding  one,  though  it  corrected  .the  errors  of 
that  which  had  been  before  adopted,  hill,  like  its 
predeceffor,  funk  into  oblivion ;  leaving  behind  few 
remains  worthy  of  practical  purfuit.— - 

Nor  is  it  difficult  to  account  for  the  caufe,  why  fuch 
different  confequences  awaited  thefe  different  modes, 

Hippocrates,  it  is  faid,  by  the  moft  rigid  obfer- 
yation  of  every  aftion  and  motion  of  nature,  of  things 

which 


r 
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which  did  in  reality  exiji ,  acquired  a  wonderful  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  genuine  difpofition  of  Difeafes  ;  and 
by  carefully  comparing  the  fame  fort  of  diftempers, 
and  their  various  minute  motions  in  different  Pa¬ 
tients,  and  all  the  circumflances  and  accidents, 
which  ufually  preceded,  and  attended  them ;  he 
could  readily  foretel  an  approaching  malady,  and 
after  its  invafion  give  a  right  judgement  of  its  pro- 

•  •  f  '  V  r  s*  ■’  ~  • 

grefs  and  event. 

•'v  r\  %’  '■  (  l  '  ■  T  '  ■  ■  ' 

.  >  * 

As  Nature  terminated  difeafes,  when  left  to  her- 
felf,  he  obferved  her  mode,  firjl  tracing  the  manner 
in  which  the  fymptoms,  in  thofe  that  were  acute, 
fucceeded  one  another  ;  hence  arofe  his  art  of  pre- 
faging,  and  thus  he  formed  his  method  of  curing 
them,  by  imitating  Nature  when  fhe  proved  herfelf 
defective. — From  thefe  obfervations,  he  difcovered 
the  ufe  of  Bleeding— Scarifications— IJfues- — Setons , 
where,  in  fimilar  complaints,  Nature  fupplied  He¬ 
morrhages,  and  Abscesses — Artificial  Diarrhoeas, 
— Sudor fics— Emetics— Diaphoretics-- Diuretics,  See.  be- 

C  caufe 


caufe  he  found  fhe,  by  fome  of  thefe  means,  relie¬ 
ved  the  constitution  under  particular  circumltances  : 
hence  then  he  became  her  humble  imitator,!  con- 

4  v  J  / 

fcious,  that  the  alone  was  the  molt  judicious  di- 
redtrefs. 


jf 

f  i 

»  • 

cl  |  i 

in 

■  *  \  •,  *  • 

J  1 1  / 

■  -  t 

But  the  Theorilts,  forming  of  themfelves  a  fet  of 
principles,  Principles,  the  mere  coinage  of  difem- 

pered  reafon ,  from  them  deduced  all  their  arguments* 

* 

k 

■* 

fupported  all  their  practice,  and  endeavoured  to 
prove  Nature  obedient  to  laws  fo  founded. 

|  *  ;  ‘  ■  ;  >  T  »'  ?  '  j  V  \  ,  'j  l  i  l  >  (f  1  i  £  J  1 ;  %j  7  *i  0 1  d  .0  0  U  /‘it  i  l 

Hence  the  incongruous,  elementary,  atomical 
fyltems  of  fucceeding  SeSis  —  hence  the  conceits  of 
an  Helmont  —  the  whimlicalities  of  a  Td aracelfus  — 
hence  a  variety  of  chemical  chimaras ,  and  all  the 
inconliftencies  of  hydraulic ,  and  mechanic  fuhtlety 
and  hence  fell  medicine  into  fhameful  difrepute,  it 
becoming  more  the  pride  of  cavilling  fcepticifm, 
and  fcholaltic  vanity,  to  build  ingenious,  though  fal¬ 
lacious  doctrines,  than  after  detecting  error,  labour- 


F  xi  ] 


ing  to  purfue  Nature  through  her  plain  and  humble 

And  it  appears  aftonilhing  to  a  reflecting  mind, 
that  notions  fo  ridiculous,  practices  fo  abfurd,  fhould 
be  countenanced  in  later  times  ;  when  it  is  known, 
that  all  the  labours  of  the  ancients,  as  well  as  mo- 
derns,  are  chiefly  valuable  for  the  Ample  recitals 
they  contain,  founded  on  obfervation,  colleEled  from 
appearances,  and  delivered  with  candour  :  hence  the 
preeminence  of  an  Hippocrates ,  Aretceus,  Trallian, 
Aurelianus ,  Celfus,  Tulpius ,  Lommius ,  Morgagni ,  Sy¬ 
denham,  and  fome  others  of  more  modern  date; 

<  ;  '  '  ■  *  \ 

whom  to  mention,  might  be  confidered  as  indeli¬ 
cate,  and  the  refult  of  adulation. 

.J&Y  Jon.  vblDc  i  .  ■  :  '  o'  y f_  „  ;  ;  , 

And  indeed  this  fimplicity,  the  more  it  is  pur¬ 
sued,  the  more  flrongly  it  convinces  us  of  its  uti- 
lity  ;  affording  the  moft  certain,  perhaps  the  only 
proper,  method  of  acquiring,  and  communicating 
medical  information.  For  the  theories  of  the  prefent 

C  2  day, 
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day,  though  fraught  with  no  fmall  degree  of  plaufi- 
bility,  will  not  hand  the  tell  of  critical  inquiry  ;  they 
all  appear  to  be  too  generally  applied,  in  fevers  par¬ 
ticularly. — Can  we  fuppofe,  that  in  fuch,  as  from 
their  commencement  to  their  termination  are  at¬ 
tended  with  profufe  fweating,  or  a  moil!  foft  Ikin, 
a  conftriftion  of  the  cuticular  pores  takes  place  ? — 
In  thofe,  where  the  circulation  is  languid — the 
aftion  of  the  vafcular  i'yilem  torpid — the  proftration 
of  ftrength  fudden  and  extreme,  that  an  active  lli- 
mulus  is  the  caufe  ? — Or,  in  thofe  where  no  oppref- 
fion,  load,  naufea,  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach,  or  un- 
eafinefs  in  the  intellines — no  catarrhal  or  pulmonic 
affe&ions  manifeft  themfelves,  that  they  deduce 
their  origin  from  too  copious  and  morbid  fecretion 
of  the  mucus  in  thofe  organs  ?  Surely  not.  Yet, 
thefe,  by  different  clalfes  of  pra&itioners,  are  con- 
fidered  as  the  proximate  caufe  of  febrile  affedions, 
and  applied  in  common  to  all. 


But 
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But  within  thefe  manfions,  fuch  a  theoretic  caco- 
ethes  appears  not  to  be  nurtured.  If  we  examine  the 
nature  of  the  proceedings  within  thefe  walls  adopt¬ 
ed,  what  is  the  roof,  by  which  we  are  flickered, 
but  that  of  an  ^Edes  iEscuLAPiANA  ?  If  we  advert 

*  i>.  .*  i  is  '  '  '  ..  -  *  .  \ 

to  the  public  product  of  your  application,  what  are 
your  memoirs,  fo  juftly  enumerated  amongft  the 
molt  valuable  labours  of  the  medic  art,  but  the  Ta¬ 
bulae  jENEjE  Templorum,  ornamented  by  limpli- 
city,  and  fupported  by  truth.’'5 

/  '  *  \ 

Nor  need  we  take  up  much  time  in  furnilhing 

proofs  of  the  fuperiority  of  fuch  a  fcheme  over  every 
other,  which  has  been  produced  by  the  fertility  of 
human  invention. 

-  ;y  ’  -ji  *' 

View  but  our  Englilh  Hippocrates,  SYDENHAM ; 
he,  by  recalling  this  mode,  not  only  contended  with, 
but  conquered,  a  theoretic  world,  notwithftanding 

*  It  mud  be  obferved,  that,  at  this  period,  the  Author  had  not 
Tent  any  papers  on  medical  fubjects  to  the  Society. 


the 
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the  powerful  oppofition  he  met  with,  invidious,  as 
violent  ;  and  we  find  his  defcriptions  Hand  at  this 
hour  unfhaken,  nor  can  be  overthrown  but  by  the 
hand  of  Heaven,  when  medicine  fhall  he  no  more. 
So  firmly  fupported  are  they  by  unerring  truth  ;  fo 
fimply,  yet  fo  jufily,  are  they  delivered  ;  that  they 
are  to  all  intelligible  —  by  all  valued  —  by  all 

t 

quoted  :  even  thofe,  who,  wild  with  hypothefis, 
leave  nothing  behind  them  but  reliques  fimilar  to 
thefe,  which  can  attract  our  attention,  or  merit  our 
obfervation. 

Still,  notwithfianding  we  are  convinced  of  the  de¬ 
ceptive  notions  by  which  fome  of  our  early  prede- 
ceflors  were  governed  —  notwithfianding  we  can 
view  the  efforts  of  our  cotemporaries  not  perfeftly 
confident  in  the  application  of  their  fpeculative  opi¬ 
nions  —  notwithfianding  the  advantages,  unknown 
to  former  ages,  which  daily  are  prefented  in  every 
branch  of  medical  philofophy ;  which  are  difcover- 
able  by  flight  obfervation,  and  may  be  truly  arranged 

with 
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with  the  caufa.  evidentes.  We  avail  not  ourfelves  of 
thefe  advantages,  or  apply  them  fufficiently,  to  ren¬ 
der  our  modus  medendi  as  perfect  as  it  might  be. 

i 

i  ...  OX  )  - 

There  is  too  great,  too  general  a  folicitude  in 
fearching  after  Specifics,  and  inquiring  into  the 
nature  of  the  femina  morbi,  as  if  the  former  did 
exill — or  the  latter  were  within  the  reach  of  human 

■  t  »  9  .  j  ♦  '?*  %.  X  81  „!* 

inve ftigation. ■  We  feem  to  be  more  anxious  about 

*  .  .  ....  '  . 

the  Agentia  mirifica,  than  the  Agenda,  as  if  the 

«  f  i*  * 

latter  were  completely  underflood  ;  that  they  were 
is  devoutly  to  be  wifhed ;  for  they  come  more  ma- 

♦  _  v  -  •  • 

terially  under  our  conlideration  ;  at  lead  it  appears 
to  me  a  truth  irrefragable,  that  were  we  to  pay  the 
llri£tell  attention  to  the  conflitution,  lludy  more  mi- 

*•’  *  V  ‘  i 

nutely  its  parts,  dependencies,  moving  powers  and  pe¬ 
culiarities,  pra&ice  would  be  diverted  of  many  errors, 
with  which  it  too  unfortunately  at  prefent  abounds. 

'  ,  4  8  V  ■■  i  ■  V  *  ■  *  .  • 

«... ;  i  \  r  I  *  v  j  I  I  *  *  I  :  (  %  *  ;■  ■  \  J  };*  •;  *  jt  i  j  ’•  *  .  >  * 

However,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  prove  the 

*  * 

validity  of  this  artertion,  we  lhall  attempt  to  Ihew 

s  g* 

THE 
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the  Fallacy  of  the  first  of  these  Pursuits — 
the  Impossibility  of  demonstrating  the  nature 
of  the  second,  in  general  —  and,  the  real  Uti¬ 
lity  of  attending  closely  to  the  third,  and 
its  mode  of  being  applied,  in  order  to  add  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Art. 

And,  First, 

No  idea,  perhaps,  has  done  more  real  injury, 
than  that  of  Medicines  ciBing  fpecifically  in  conquering 
Difeafes — Of  this  truth,  a  very  fuperficial  examina¬ 
tion  will  convince  us  :  for  it  retards  our  refearches 
in  investigating  their  full  and  true  powers — it  pre¬ 
vents  us,  confequently,  from  extending  thofe  powers 

fo  as  to  be  as  diffufively  ufeful  as  they  might _ it 

lays  the  foundation  for  a  thoufand  deceptions  ; 
caufing  us  to  attribute  particular  confequences  to  ma- 
terials,  which  do  not  from  thence,  in  reality,  origi¬ 
nate,  and  keeping  their  true  fource  hid  from  our  ob- 
fervation — nor  is  this  all ;  it  does  worfe  —  it  often, 
by  occasioning  delay,  increafes  the  malady,  reme¬ 
dies 
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dies  thus  confidered,  are  pretended  to  fubdue,  nay 
frequently  generating  diforders  of  a  more  delete¬ 
rious  nature  ;  overturning  that  firft  and  falutary 
caution,  which  directs  us  in  all  our  efforts,  if  we  fail 
to  do  good,  to  do  no  harm. — “  Is  artis  medicce  fco- 
“  pus  eft  ;  ut  hominem  a  tot  gravibus  mails  liberet ; 
“  ideoque  Medicus  nullo  modo  nocere,  nedum  Vitam 
“  deftruere,  aut  Sanitatem  lasdere  debet,  utpote  quum 
“  Medicina  non  nocendi ,  fed  juvandi ,  fit  Scientia.” 
Hoffmannus. 

Indeed  the  mifchief  ceafes  not  here  ;  it  proves 
detrimental  in  another  view ;  for  it  places  the  cre¬ 
dulous  Philofopher,  and  Phyfician,  on  a  footing  with 
the  impudent  and  ignorant  Empiric,  and  too  often 
throws  fuch  an  odium  on  the  Art  itfelf,  that  Pro- 
feflors  of  the  firft  eminence  are  frequently  held  in 
contempt,  and  treated  with  ridicule,  by  the  injudi¬ 
cious  and  illiterate,  who  fly  with  confidence  to  the 
cabinet,  and  depend  upon  the  prefuming  arrogance 
of  every  plundering  impollor. 

D 
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Still,  ttrange  as  may  be  the  appearance,  painful 
the  reflexion  to  an  informed  mind,  why  fhould  it 
be  matter  of  furprize  ?  Do  not  the  Phyfician  and 
Medicafter  too  often  alfign  the  fame  reafon  for  their 

fuccefs,  THE  SPECIFIC  POWER  OF  THEIR  APPLIED  AN¬ 
TIDOTE,  and  build  on  the  fame  fortuitous  exhibi¬ 
tion  ?  And  under  fuch  circumftances,  the  modeft 
diffidence  of  the  one  can  never,  with  the  million, 
Hand  againft  the  bold  buttling  ignorance  of  the 
other — for  men  of  weak  difcriminating  powers,  of 
which  nine  tenths  of  mankind  conttft,  at  leaft  if  we 
confine  them  to  medical  underttanding,  will  give 
credit  to  the  opinions  of  creatures  of  their  own 
level,  and  place,  as  Indians  with  their  painted  pa- 
gods,  confidence  in,  and  pay  large  tribute  to,  things 
their  folly  and  fuperftition  have  fet  up. 


But  notwithstanding  the  credulity  in  this  point  of 
many  profeflbrs  of  the  art,  Men  held  in  the  higheft 
eftimation  adopting  fuch  ideas,  handing  them  down 
to  pofterity,  and  having  them  received  by  fucceed- 


mg 


/ 
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ing  generations — is  it  not  Angular,  that  not  one  fpe- 
cific  has  ever  yet  been  difcovered,  out  of  the  num¬ 
ber  which  have  acquired  the  appellation  ? 


It  has  been,  and  is  now,  by  fome,  thought  due 
to  the  Bark  in  an  intermittent  fever — to  Quicklilver 
and  its  preparations  in  the  Syphilis  ;  but  in  reality, 
even  thefe  merit  no  fuch  diftindtion  :  for  let  us  alk, 
Do  they  in  all  cafes,  as  if  poffeffed  of  fpecific 
power  they  would,  become  infallible  ?  Or,  will  they 
by  any  means  prevent  the  acceffion  of  thefe  dillem- 
pers  ?  Practice  proves  the  contrary ;  for  they  will 
not  alone  always  cure  thefe  complaints — and  men 
have  been  feized  with  intermittents  whilft  under  a 
courfe  of  Bark — and  the  lues  venerea  with  a  mer- 
curiated  habit. 


As  well  might  modelty  and  judgement  be  united 

,  Q**r****f  or  any  other 


to  the  names  of 
empirical  depredators  with  which  this  metropolis  is 
loaded ;  as  well  might  infallibility  be  added  to 

D  2  every 
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every  noftrum-monger,  as  fpecific  powers  in  curing 
difeafes,  in  all  confutations ,  to  any  medicine. 

Indeed,  if  we  fearch  into  the  practice  of  men 
highly  elevated  in  their  profeffion,  who  retain  fuch 
a  fpecies  of  abfurd  faith,  we  fhall  find  fuch  glaring 
contradictions — circumftances  militating  fo  diametri¬ 
cally  againfi,  and  fo  totally  fubverfive  of  thefe  opi¬ 
nions,  that  we  muft  be  convinced  of  the  fallibility 
of  fuch  a  dogma. 

For  it  is  not  uncommon  to  have  accounts  pub- 
lilhed  by  fome  of  the  efficacy  of  a  medicine  in  cer¬ 
tain  complaints,  which  cures,  they  tell  us,  specifi¬ 
cally,  to  which  are  tacked  a  long  catalogue  of  cafes 
in  proof ;  whilft  at  the  fame  time,  in  the  hands  of 
others  of  equal  eminence,  tried  under  fimilar  cir- 

%  r  *  r  f  ■*  r 

cumftances,  no  fuch  furprizing  effeCts  are  manifelt- 
ed.  Need  I,  to  what  I  have  already  mentioned,  add 
the  accounts  of  arfenic ,  hemlock ,  deadly  night-Jhade , 

*  t'  ^  f  1  *  :  »  •  ?  *  g  f  f  u 

henbane ,  jlores  cardamines ,  jlores  zinci,  foffile  alkali, 

and 
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and  fome  others,  which  have  been  foifted  upon 
the  world  under  fuch  a  pretence  ?  All  having  work¬ 
ed  miracles  under  the  direction  of  fome,  whilft  others 
have  failed  in  the  adminiftration. 

To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  diverfification  ? 

i.  \  v 

Can  we  difpute  the  abilities  of  the  authors  ?  It 

would  be  confidered  prefurriptuous _ Can  we  doubt 

their  veracity  ?  It  would  be  thought  illiberal. — Dare 
we  think  they  are  attempting  to  acquire  fame  from 
falfe  principles  ?  It  would  be  conftrued  invidious. 

a  \  ,  t  *  t . . '  *  ,  y  *  .  ■  ••  •  ,•  4  .  '  .  ,  .'  .  __  ^...^  _  !  .  -  -• 

What  are  we  to  conjecture  ?  Certainly  that  no 
fuch  fpecifics  exift  ;  and  that  thofe  who  were  fa¬ 
vourers  of  fuch  an  opinion,  unwilling,  or  unable  to 
purfue  their  refearches,  were  happy  in  having  fo 
eafy  a  fupport  to  reft  upon  ;  or,  uninclined  to  lefien 
their  confequence,  by  receding  from  lentiments  once 
adopted,  and  publicly  fanCtioned  by  their  fiat,  con- 
defcended  to  fuffer  fcience  to  be  cloathed  in  an 
unintelligible  jargon,  and  lead  men,  credulous  as 

them- 


themfelves,  to  believe  it  was  impoffible  to  proceed 
farther,  pleafed  as  well  with  the  phantom,  as  the 
reality  of  knowledge.  Hence  was  a  check  given  to 
particular  inquiries,  by  implicit  confidence  being 
paid  to  hoary-headed  oblfinacy,  I  had  almoft  faid, 
cunning,  creeping  under  the  cloak  of  falfe  expe¬ 
rience  :  hence  was  the  healing  art  impeded  in  its 
progrefs  by  fuch  a  belief ;  and  hence  a  few  charac¬ 
ters  called  great,  made  thoufands  appear  little,  and 
live  in  the  fhade  of  indolence  and  obfcurity. 

Examine  but  the  works  of  Galen ,  Diafcorides, 
Oribafius ,  Mejfue ,  Boerhaave ,  and  almoft  all  the  wri¬ 
ters  of  the  Materia  Medica  of  former  ages,  and 
compare  them,  with  what  has  been  written  by  fome 
of  the  lateft  authors,  who  have  made  real  experience 
the  teft  of  their  opinions,  you  will  find,  that  a 

t 

multiplicity  of  errors,  from  time  to  time,  have  been 
tranfmitted  from  one  to  another,  forming  a  con¬ 
temptible  farrago  of  fpecific  abfurdities. — View  but 
the  imaginary  powers  beftowed  on  Bezoar  and  Saf¬ 


fron, 


"  1 

/ 
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fron,  two  out  of  the  numberlefs  inftances,  which 
might  be  produced.  What  mighty  virtues  have  not 
been  attributed  to  the  former,  by  men  renowned  for 
medical  fagacity  ?  So  multifarious,  fo  efficacious, 
that  almofl:  all  powerful  medicines,  or,  thofe  ima¬ 
gined  fuch,  were  called  Bezoardics  ;  and  what  from 
faithful  experiment  is  it  now  proved  ?  one  of  our 
moft  imperfect  abforbents. 

....  .  .  ^x.  s  ’  *  .  r  f  •  r  r 

'  /  (  ■  <*,  *  f*?  t"  I  >  r  r  rv  m  »  9 

What  has  not  been  faid  of  Saffron  ?  Receiving 
for  its  fuppofed  amazing  fpecific  powers,  the  pom- 

•  T 

pous  names,  Aroma  Philofophorum—Janguis  Herculis — 
Rex  vegetabilium — Panacea  vegetabilis — hortus  Ldctitice, — 
medicina  ’Trijlitice — and  many  more,  given  in  fmall 
quantities.  Indeed  the  great  Boerhaave  confiders 
a  few  drops  of  the  extract  of  Saffron,  infpiffated  only 
to  the  confidence  of  oil,  and  taken  in  a  glafs  of 
rich  wine,  as  highly  exhilarant  and  cordial.  How 
different  from  the  experience  of  this  day  !  for  ex¬ 
cept  in  very  large  dofes,  faffron  is  not  known  to 

:  iCq.tr.  produce 
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produce  any  effects,  and  of  thefe  accounts  are  very 
rare  and  doubtful. 

But  as  an  apology  for  this  credulity,  might  it  not 
be  called  fanaticifm  ?  It  has  been  aflerted,  that  the 
means,  by  which  medicines  produced  their  effedts, 
at  leal!  thofe  to  which  were  attributed  a  fpecific 
power,  were  impofllble  to  be  detedted  and  account¬ 
ed  for  ;  and  indeed  the  fame  notion  is  too  prevalent 
at  this  day,  in  many  cafes.  To  fuch  a  height  is  it 
carried,  that  an  arcanum  fcrophulofum  has  been  pro- 
pofed  even  to  the  members  of  this  Society ;  fo  fla¬ 
grant  is  folly  in  her  attempts,  yet  meets,  neverthe- 
lefs,  with  fuch  enormous  encouragement ;  and, 
though  affociated  with  ignorance,  and  fupported  by 
prefumption,  is  fo  l'uccefsful,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
crude  inexperience  fhould  be  led  to  conclude  he 
might  palm  his  noftrum  on  this  Inftitution ;  for 
great  medic  characters,  fo  called  at  this  time,  we 
have  feen  fwell  the  catalogues,  and  enrich  the  lifts 
of  greqt  Impoftors. 

How- 


/ 
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However,  to  prove  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion,  let 
us  examine  one  medicine,  which  has  long  been  held 
replete  with  fpecific  power,  and  which  claims  more 
the  title,  could  fuch  be  allowed,  than  any  other 
medicine  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  if  we  ex¬ 
cept  Quickfilver ;  we  fhall  by  that  means  dete&  the 
errors  accruing  from  fuch  an  idea,  and  perceive  the 
benefits  arifing  from  the  difcovery  of  its  true  aCtion 
— Benefits,  which  fhould  flimulate  us  in  all  cafes 
to  fimilar  inquiries :  I  mean  the  Bark.] 

This  was  long  confidered  to  cure  Intermittents 
fpecifically — that  is,  we  know  not  how — by  fome  la¬ 
tent  inexplicable  power  ;  and  indeed  fuch  was  the 

confidence  placed  in  this  miraculous  drug,  fo  thought, 

« 

incomprehenfible  as  aftoriifhing,  that  in  cafes  of  this 
kind,  it  was  indifcriminately  exhibited — though  very 
often  productive  of  great  mifchief —  till  from  long- 
continued,  and  often  repeated  trials,  fome  of  the 
more  judicious  obfervers  found,  that  this  fpecific 
power  was  not  always  in  Intermittents  an  inoffen- 

E  five, 
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five,  much  lefs  a  certain  curative  agent,  not  even, 
of  the  fame  complaint  at  different  times  in  the  fame 
perfon :  hence  it  became  neceftary  to  inquire,  from 

whence  this  deviation  arofe,  and  in  which  date  of 

*  -  .*  »  « 

the  complaint  it  might  he  productive  of  the  greateft. 
fuccefs  ;  and  it  appeared  to  be  when  the  conftitu- 
tion  had  been  harrafied,  and  the  vafcular  fjftem  fo 
far  opprelfed,  as  to  be  debilitated  by  the  preceding 
malady,  or  was,  cib  initio ,  in  that  flate — For  given  at 
fir  ft,  when  the  conftitution  Was  in  full  vigor,  it  pro¬ 
duced  very  dangerous  eftetfts,  converting  quotidians, 
and  tertians,  into  continued  Fevers,  aggravating,  in- 
ftead  of  alleviating  the  febrile  fymptoms,  and  form¬ 
ing  a  variety  of  other  diftrefiing  confequences. 

"  »•  •*  f  *  ■  >i  n  tt  s 

y  «,  _  ^  __  -\  , 

On  confidering  thefe  phenomena,  it  was  manifeft, 
that  what  was  thought  its  fpecific  power,  depended 

.  .  „ ...  .  ,  .  f  „  ’  .  r  • .  v.  f  \  \  ^  y  ’L  ■ '  ■  ■»  -  ,  '  . 

upon  fome  exertion  which  occafioned  the  fyftem  to 
a £t,  under  fome  circumftances,  with  too  much  force, 

,  _  •  .  .  .  r  r  >  f  \  *  v  •  •  w 

by  increafing  the  vafcular  tone.— ■Hence  men,  imbi¬ 
bing  this  idea,  laboured  to  abate  the  activity  of  the 


con- 
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conflitution,  by  bleeding,  purging,  &c. — or  fuffered 
it  to  be  weakened  by  delay,  before  they  exhibited 
this  medicine,  which  was  then  almofl  always  fuc- 
cefsful,  unlefs  prevented  by  fome  conftitutional  de¬ 
feat,  that  at  the  fame  time  required  for  its  allevi¬ 
ation  or  fubdu&ion  fome  attention. 

It  appears  therefore  obvious,  that  the  virtue  of 
this  medicine  lay  not  in  its  corre&ing  or  deftroying 
the  miafma,  or  virus,  producing  the  Intermittent,  but 
in  the  exertion  of  its  tonic  power  ;  hence  a  peculiar 
flate  of  the  conflitution  was  neceflary, — and  hence 
the  neceffity  of  knowing  that  flate  before  we  can 
promife  fuccefs. 

Thus  we  fee  the  particular  power  of  this  univer¬ 
sally  allowed  fpecific  was  developed,  by  obfervation 

I 

and  experience  ;  and  there  remains  no  doubt  of  the 
Bark  producing  generally,  I  might  have  faid  always, 
the  difagreeable,  and  fometimes  dangerous  c  tic  els 
above  fpecified,  if  given  too  early,  or  perfifted  in — 

E  2  without 
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■without  it  brings  on  fome  debility  at  firft,  as  it  fome- 
times  does,  by  becoming  purgative  :  and  it  may  be 
laid  down  as  an  invariable  rule  in  practice,  that  where 
there  is  in  the  habit  llrong  vafcular  aft  ion,  and  an 
inflammatory  diathefls  of  the  blood,  which  are,  I  take 
it,  generally  conjoined,  Bark  univerfally  does  harm, 
— where  the  contrary  conflitution  is  prevalent,  uni¬ 
verfally  good,  if  no  topical  defeft  impedes,  or  coun- 
terafts  its  aftion  :  nor  does  the  Bark  being  fuccefsful 
in  fome  local  inflammatory  complaints,  at  all  inva¬ 
lidate  the  force  of  the  argument ;  for  in  thofe  cafes, 
the  diforder  itfelf  is  not  an  aftive,  but  a  paffive  in¬ 
flammation. 

* 

Similar  arguments  might  be  adduced  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  proving  the  known  aftion  of  Quicklilver, 
and  its  faline  compounds,  capable  of  producing  its 
good  eflFefts,  inftead  of  its  imaginary  fpecific  powers , 
and  of  fome  others.  But  what  I  have  advanced  will, 
I  hope,  prove  fufficiently  fatisfaftory  to  {hew,  that 
by  this  idea  of  medicines  afting  fpecifically,  no  fmall 
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impediment  has  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  medical 
improvement :  for  men,  fatisfied  with  this  lusus,  this 
larva  rationis,  pra&ifed  from  principles  falfely 
founded,  nay,  very  often,  without  any  principles  at  all 
— occafioning  great  lofs  of  time,  and  not  only  doing 
mifchief  by  injudicious  application,  but  keeping  the 
extenlive  powers  of  many  aftive  medicines  immerfed 
in  obfcurity.  Hence,  thofe  formerly  adminiftered  in 

one  malady  only,  to  which  their  fpecific  power  was 

✓ 

fuppofed  to  be  lingularly  adapted,  we  now  find, 
their  modes  of  a&ion  being  brought  to  light,  in 
a  variety  of  others  extremely  ufeful  and  inefli- 
mable.  - 

Yet  it  is  very  extraordinary,  that  men  flying  from 
inquiries  after  properties  it  may  be  in  their  power 
to  difcover,  Ihould  rulh  forward  in  purfuit  of  what 
lies  far  beyond  their  reach,  the  Nature  of  the  Se¬ 
mina  Morbi,  the  fecond  point  appropriated  for  dif- 

cuflion. 

That 


4 


[  30  ] 


That  fuch  an  attempt  fhould  be  made  in  the  early 
periods  of  an  art,  while  the  profelfors  were  almoft 
totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  human  ma¬ 
chine,  with  regard  to  its  moving  powers,  and  fym- 
pathic  affe&ions— — knew  little  of  the  animal  oecono- 
my — of  what  different  parts  the  body  was  formed ; 
how  they  were  a&uated  by  each  other,  and  by  what 
laws  they  were  governed — at  a  time  when  philofo- 
phy  was  fearching  after  the  Principia  Rerum,  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at. 

fc  _  .  .4 
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But,  confidering  this  inquiry  has  been  fet  on  foot 
ever  fince  the  prevalence  of  Hippocrates’  idea  of  the 
“  Calidum  Sc  falfum ; — Calidum  Sc  acidum ; — Calklum  Sc 
“  amarum ,  8c  alia  innumerabilia  a  period  of  above 
two  thoufand  years,  and  has  ever  continued  in  the 
fame  point  of  uncertainty.  Is  it  not  furprizing  then, 
that  men  fhould  for  ages  perplex  themfelves  in  the 
attempt  to  make  difcoveries,  fo  much  above  the 
power  of  human  underflanding  ? — that  they  fhould 
vainly  difiipate  their  time  in  endeavouring  to  detect 

2  the 
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the  component  parts  of  materials,  which  are  in  gene- 

v  •  ■ 

ral  too  minute  to  be  colle&ed — in  all,  too  fubtle  to 
come  within  the  limits  of  man’s  fcrutinizing  abilities? 


Knowing  thefe  things,  is  it  not  ftill  more  afto- 
nififing  to  hear  men  talk  of  the  acidity  and  alkalef- 
cency  of  the  materies  morbi  ;  and  otherwife  fpeci- 
fying  the  particular  nature  of  the  acrimony,  pro¬ 
ductive  of  eruptive  complaints  ?  to  aflert  pofitively, 
that  the  venereal  virus  is  an  alkali,  and  propofe  to 
cure  diforders  from  that  caufe  with  muriatic  acid, 
traverfing  through  all  the  diverfified  mazes  of  the 
human  body,  and  there  making  neutral  falts  by  the 
fpecific  combinations  ? 


Yet,  ridiculous  as  is  this  attempt  ;  fantaftic  this 
enthuliafm,  fome  modern  anatomifts  hold  up  the 
certainty  of  fuch  difcoveries,  and  form  from  thence 
fchemes  of  pra&ice,  curable  and  infallible,  implant¬ 
ing  in  young  inexperienced  minds,  an  ignis  fatuus, 
unprofitable  as  vifionary. 


Let 
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Let  Philofophers  of  fuch  a  defcription  go  in  queft 
of  atoms,  and  the  diversified  modification  of  matter, 
mount  air  balloons,  feek  medical  knowledge  in  the 
clouds — Ajira  pet  ant,  quomodo  formentur , — be  it  ours 
to  inquire  how  the  effe£ts  produced  by  matter,  in 
its  combined  and  morbid  ftate,  are  to  be  remedied, 
and  to  fuch  heated  imaginations  be  the  advice  of 
Celsus  recommended. — “  Rationalem  quidem  puto 
“  medicinam  efle  debere  ;  inftrui  verb  ab  evidenti- 
“  bus  caufis  ;  obfcuris  omnibus,  non  a  cogitatione 
“  artificis,  fed  ab  ipfa  arte  rejectis.”-— Advice,  fo 
pregnant  with  unerring  truth  ; — fraught  with  fuch 
ftrong  convi&ion,  that  on  this  point  it  is  needlefs  to 
dwell  any  longer — the  futility  of  fuch  inquiries— the 
impoffibility  of  attaining  the  quid  defideratum ,  are  fo 
confpicuoufly  evident  to  the  eye  of  common  fenfe, 
prima  facie,  that  they  need  no  arguments  to  be  ad¬ 
duced  in  proof.  For  what  underhand  we  more  of 
the  particular  nature  of  the  virus  creative  of  the 
Plague  — Small  Pox —  Pemphigus  — Cancer —  than 

the 
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the  fir  ft  obfervers  of  thefe  difeafes  ? — Virus,  which 
might  be  examined,  if  any  could,  from  the  copi- 
oufnefs  of  the  matter  produced  :  but  we,  like  them, 
form  our  judgement  only  from  the  effe&s. 

It  will  be  more  to  our  purpofe  to  examine  how 
much  greater  benefit  will  be  derived  to  mankind, 
by  paying  attention  to  that,  upon  which,  to  be  of 
any  fervice,  our  applications  muft  a& ;  for  certainly 
the  human  machine  itfelf  is  the  grand  object  of  the 
Phyfician’s  confideration  ;  and  the  moving  powers  of 
that  inftrument,  with  what  I  fhall,  for  the  prefent, 

f  .  „ 

call  their  appendicula ,  the  things  which  require  his 
attention,  and  which  being  too  much  negle&ed  in 
our  defcriptions  of  cafes,  has  retarded,  and  ftill  re¬ 
tards  the  progrefs  of  the  healing  art. 

Y  **v  *  * 
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By  the  moving  Powers,  I  mean  the  mufcular 
Fibres  and  vafcular  Syjlem  pojfejfed  of  Irritability— 
ike  nervous  Syfem  of  Incit ability  —  and  the  fangui- 

F  nary 


C  34  ] 

nary  mafs  of  Fluids ,  of  the  Vis  animans  62?  fervans 

FI  at  ur  am. 

■ 

By  the  Append icul^e,  the  Lungs ,  Stomach ,  Intef- 
tines ,  Uterus ,  Kidneys ,  See.  parts  which,  affeCted,  have 
fome  influence  on  the  moving  powers,  with  refpeft 
to  their  aCtion.  The  Brain ,  and  Heart  I  include  in 
the  nervous  and  vafcular  fyftem. 

,  r  ,  -y  f  .  -  ..  -  *  r-  '  f.  f  '  ^  -  Jf  4  r  •  ■«  ^  /  7  -T4 
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By  the  incitability,  as  applied  to  the  nerves,  I 
would  be  underftood  that  power  which  is  capable 
of  being  put  into  action  by  immateriality,  fuch  as 
mental  affe&ion — fympathy  ;  though  it  may  be  put 
into  motion  by  material  ftimulus  ;  to  which  Irrita¬ 
bility,  itfelf  abfraciedly  confidered ,  is  only  obedient ; 
though  that  may  be  alfo  rouzed  by  the  connection 
of  parts,  wherein  it  refides,  with  the  nervous  fyf¬ 
tem,  and  by  means  of  the  nerves  thus  put  into  ac¬ 
tion,  and  fupported. 


/ 
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But,  in  order  to  form  a  proper  idea  of  what  I 
mean  for  your  conlideration,  I  mull  beg  leave  to 
take  a  furvey  of  the  machine,  according  to  my  di- 
vilion,  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health. 


Now  in  this  cafe,  the  principles  of  which  it  is 
formed,  muft  be  in  a  ftate  exaftly,  or  pretty  nearly 
proportioned  to  each  other ;  fo  that  one  may  affift 
in  promoting  and  fupporting  the  vigor  of  the  other, 
and  producing  thofe  effects  with  eafe,  and  conftancy 
for  which  they  were  ordained. 


The  moving  folids  of  the  human  machine  muft 
have  fuch  firmnefs,  pliability,  and  elafticity,  as  to 
enable  them  to  anfwer  to  the  impulfe  of  the  given 
Irritability. 

i.  v  .  i-.  i.  « •,  *■  '  i  t  v  v  ,-s  c 
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The  Irritability  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  be  kept 
in  aftion  by  the  nervous  incitability. 
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The  nerves  to  be  fo  formed,  as  perpetually  to 
fupply  their  power,  when  and  where  wanted,  with 
regularity. 

4 
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The  blood  and  fluids  in  fuch  quantity,  and  of 

% 

fuch  confiftency,  as  to  receive  the  vis  animans,  re¬ 
tain  and  transfufe  it  through  the  whole  fyftem  in 
an  invariable  current — and  fo  bland,  that  they  may 
produce  no  defect  in  the  fecretory  or  excretory  or- 

j 

gans,  fo  as  to  impede  them  in  their  duty. 

% 

And  the  Appendicular,  fo  complete  in  their  pow¬ 
ers,  that  they  may  perform  their  actions  to  which 
they  are  allotted,  with  conflancy  and  freedom. 

While  matters  are  thus  conducted,  the  machine 
remains  in  perfect  health ;  but  if  a  defeCt  arifes  in 
one  or  more  of  thefe  particulars,  difeafes  fucceed  in 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  defect — and  of 
different  natures,  agreeable  to  the  parts  affefted, 
and  their  connections,  and  the  changes  brought  on 
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in  them,  which  may  be  either  partial  or  general,  or 
idiopathic  or  fymptomatic  ;  and  the  caufe  of  fuch 
defeCt  will  arife  from  the  imperfections,  in  fome  of 
the  fources,  from  whence  the  aCtive  powers  deduce 
their  origin,  immediately  or  fecondarily.  And  as 
we  conclude,  that  the  fources  of  all  activity,  are 
either  the  brain,  medulla  fpinalis,  heart,  or  blood — 
fo  in  fome  of  thefe  we  fhall  find  fomething  contrary 
to  a  ftate  of  nature,  in  its  molt  perfeCt  form  ;  or  a 
derangement  in  fome  of  the  appendiculae,  by  which 
thefe  fources  are  difordered. 

But  that  I  may  be  more  perfectly  underftood,  I 
fhall  trefpafs  only  a  very  little  on  your  patience,  to 
fupply  two  or  three  fhort,  though  common,  cafes, 
by  way  of  elucidation. 

Suppofe  a  man  of  frong  famina — great  vafcular 
irritability — flrong  equable  nervous  incitabihty ,  abound¬ 
ing  with  blood ,  copious  and  tenacious ,  has  perlpiration 
obftruCted  by  what  is  Called  catching  cold.  We 


are 


[  38  ] 


are  all  acquainted  with  the  general  refult.  The  mat¬ 
ter  which  ought  to  pafs  off  by  the  perfpirable  pores, 
is  retained  in  the  habit ;  the  vafcular  fyftem  expe¬ 
riences  a  plenitude — a  quick  circulation  is  produced— 

# 

Irritability  increafed — and  febrile  fymptoms  fucceed : 
here  the  immediate  fource  lies  in  the  heart,  and 
vafcular  fyftem,  excited  by  a  ftimulus  from  the  oc- 
caftonal  caufe,  conftri&ion  of  the  cuticular  pores ; 
and  that  by  the  more  remote,  the  application  of 
cold  and  if  there  fhould  be  in  fuch  a  conftitution, 
any  defeat  in  the  brain,  lungs,  &c.  or  any  other  in¬ 
ternal  organ,  or  part,  a  topical  affe&ion  will  be  the 
confequence  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  which  will 
increafe  and  fupport  the  fever ;  or  Ihould  any  of 
the  organs  be  affe&ed  in  the  firft  inftance,  that  af¬ 
fection  will  occaflon  the  fame  effeCt  ;  and  this  arifes 

*  ■ 

alfo  from  the  fource  above  fpecified. 

K  #  ’  .  .  ^  v  A 
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But  ftiould  the  remote  caufe  operate  on  one,  of  a 

’weak- — relaxed  habit— fojfejjed  of  quick  nervous  incita- 

bility ,  but  a  fmall  portion  of  vafcular  irritability ,  and 

a  thin 
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a  thin  flate  of  fluids ,  with  a  paucity  of  blood ;  the 
confequences  will  not  be  fo  violent — The  febrile  af¬ 
fections  will  be  of  the  flow  kind,  attended  with 
more  nervous  fymptoms,  the  pulfe  will  be  quick, 
but  languid  ;  the  heat  in  a  fmall  degree  increafed, 
but  not  fo  permanent,  accompanied  by  fpafms  of 
various  parts  ;  depreffion  or  finking  of  the  fpirits, 
and  feldom  any  topical  inflammation — here  then  the 
nervous  fyftem  will  be  more  affected,  difcovered  by 
the  languor  of  the  moving  powers,  load,  and  hea- 
vinefs  of  the  head,  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  and 
fuch  other  fymptoms,  as  indicate  the  source  of 
motion,  the  nervous  Syflem,  the  part  oppreffed. 

But  fuppofe,  laftly,  a  Man  of  good  flamlna ,  with 
a  weak  vafcular  Irritability ,  tho’  fleady ,  nervous  Ins¬ 
tability^  and  Blood  of  a  tolerable  denflty ,  and  in  mode¬ 
rate  quantity ,  under  the  prefent  circumftances — what 
will  from  thence  occur  ? 


j 
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The  circulation  of  the  Blood  will  not  be  fo 
greatly  accelerated,  as  in  the  firft  inffance — the  ex¬ 
tremities  will  be  .  cold — the  perfpiration  obflru&ed, 
though  not  in  fo  great  a  degree — uneafy  fenfations 
of  coldnefs,  and  heavinefs  of  the  head — difturbed 
and  reftlefs  nights — oppreffions  on  the  prsecordia — 
chiline fs,  and  flufhings  of  heat  not  continued,  or 
regular — dejection  of  fpirits — and  affections,  fome- 
what  approaching  to  delirium. 

Thus  we  find,  from  the  fame  immediate  caufe , 
different  effects  will  be  produced ;  and  they  may  be 
varied,  as  the  different  combinations  in  the  confti- 
tution  happen — and  we  mufl  to  this  add,  as  the 
blood  and  fluids  are  in  fuch  a  particular  flate  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  vis  animans  more  or  lefs  copioufly,  or  to 
transfufe  it  more  or  lefs  freely,  the  effects  may  be 
increafed  or  diminifhed  in  a  proportionate  degree— 
or  as  it  may  be,  more  or  lefs  acrimonious,  for  acri¬ 
mony  always  adds  a  ftimulus,  particularly  to  the 
vafcular  fyflem.  Though  fome  may  exert  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time  as  a  fedative  power  on  the  nerves,  and 
therefore  the  additional  ftimulus  not  be  fo  percep¬ 
tible. 

Befides,  we  know  that  the  intellines,  lungs,  liver, 
kidneys,  bladder,  uterus,  See.  have  fuch  univerfal 
connections  with  the  whole  machine,  particularly 
the  two  former,  that  they  can  in  many  inftances 
tranfmit  their  affeCtions  fympathetically  to  the  whole, 
or  fome  parts  of  the  body  which  lie  at  a  diftance  ; 
hence,  then,  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  affedted,  fo  will 
be  the  moving  powers  in  adequate  proportions  :  in- 
flances  of  which  are  obfervable  in  fome  fymptoma- 
tic,  inflammatory,  catarrhal,  he&ic,  remittent,  ver- 
minofe  fevers,  See. 

Now,  as  is  the  nature  of  the  moving  powers  ;  as 
are  the  different  combinations  ;  as  is  the  date  of  the 
fluids,  with  refpedt  to  their  acrimony  or  blandnefs, 
texture,  and  capability  of  receiving  and  transfufing 
the  vis  animans ;  as  is  the  Hate  of  the  appendicular 

G  and 
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and  mufcular  ftamina,  fo  do  conftitutions  vary,  and 
fo  are  different  effects  produced  by  fimilar  caufes  ; 
which  we  fee  often  occur  in  epidemic,  and  other 
complaints,  where,  though  the  leading  fymptoms 

may  be  fimilar  in  a  great  degree,  the  concomitants 
will  be  different,  and  put  on  various  appearances, 
as  we  find  in  the  recitals  of  the  fame  complaints  by 
different  authors  :  hence  arife  many  of  the  fpecies 
and  varieties  of  different  genera  of  difeafes  ;  hence1 
a  deviation  in  our  modus  medendi,  and  hence  the 
good  effeflrs  of  one  medicine  in  fome  inftances  at 
one  time,  which  produce  no  fuch  benefit  at  another, 

'  •*  7  *  *■  *  f 

in  complaints  confidered  as  fimilar :  and  hence,  per¬ 
haps,  alfo  arife  the  good  or  bad  effefts  of  the  fame 
medicine  given  in  different  dofes,  and  likewife  the 
neceflity  of  forming  different  combinations  to  make 
it  a <9:  with  certainty  and  fuccefs  in  different  confti¬ 
tutions. 

-  ’  r  . 

Let  us,  therefore,  take  a  furvey  of  the  effe&s  of 
medicines  in  different  dofes,  or  differently  com¬ 
bined, 


/ 


r  43  ] 

bined,  and  fee  what  concluftons  we  may  from  thence 
deduce. 

Opium,  in  full  dofes,  inftead  of  proving  anti-fpaf- 
modic,  anodyne,  or  narcotic,  has  often  created  other 

•  *  ■,  "  \  T  * 

diftrefling  fymptoms  ;  and  fo  far  from  taking  off 
fpafms,  alleviating  pain,  or  procuring  deep,  occa- 
lioned  naufea,  vertigo,  and  reftleftnefs,  whilft  in 
fmaller  dofes  it  has  procured  every  defired  purpofe. 

Mercury  alfo,  given  in  a  limilar  manner  with  re- 
foe£t  to  the  dofe,  has  alfo  occafioned  difagreeable 
confequences,  inftead  of  affe&ing  the  falivary  fyf- 
tem,  its  chief  fcene  of  action,  producing  naufea, 
gripings,  and  bloody  ftools,  whilft  in  fmaller  dofes, 
it  has  readily  been  abforbed  into  the  habit,  and  gra¬ 
dually  brought  on  a  ptyalifm,  nay  often  cured  with¬ 
out  any  perceptible  efFe&. 

Under  the  fame  circumftances,  Bark  has  been  the 
caufe  of  ficknefs,  purging,  and  conftantly  rejefted 

G  2  '  by 
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by  vomiting  ;  producing  not  any  of  its  falutary  ef¬ 
fects,  either  by  prolonging  the  apyrexy,  or  taking 
off  the  febrile  affe&ions,  which  have  been  accom- 
plifhed  by  cold  or  hot  infufions  of  this  medicine. 

On  the  contrary,  fmall  dofes  of  thefe  very  ac¬ 
tive  materials  have  been  productive  of  no  fenlible  or 
curative  effect  fometimes,  whilft  adminiftered  in 
larger  dofes,  their  good  conferences  have  been 
made  manifeft. 

And  again:  It  is  indifputably  true,  that  thefe 
medicines  given  in  any  quantity  or  form,  they  may, 
the  moft  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  conftitution,  and 
without  having  any  painful  concomitant  circum- 
ftances  attendant,  have  by  no  means  anfwered  the 
defired  purpofe  ;  but  being  joined  with  other  reme¬ 
dies,  have  proved  fuccefsful. 

What  then  can  be  the  caufe  of  thefe  deviations? 
Is  it  in  the  medical  ingredient  itfelf  ?  Impofiible — 

For 
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For  every  medicine  confide  red  in  itfelf,  ceteris  pa¬ 
ribus,  muft  always  be  alike  ;  its  aftion  muft  be  in¬ 
variably  the  fame ;  and  in  fimilar  conftitutions,  or 
in  the  fame  conftitutions  under  fimilar  circumftances 
muft  univerfally  produce  the  fame  effefts. 

C-  >■ 

Though  I  am  well  aware  it  may  be  urged,  that 
the  fame  medicine  in  the  fame  perfon  has  appeared 
to  aft,  as  if  it  varied  its  mode  of  aftion ;  this  will 
be  readily  granted — but  then  it  has  been  owing  to 
fome  change  brought  upon  the  habits  by  illnefs,  in- 
difcretion,  or  fome  other  caufe. 

For  medicines  producing  in  a  ftate  of  full  health 

* 

one  effect,  will  create  others  in  a  ftate  of  illnefs, 
with  refpeft  to  the  conftitution  ;  though  the  action 
of  the  medicine  muft  be  the  fame. — For  the  confti¬ 
tution  labouring  under  an  indifpofition,  its  powers 
are  altered,  they  aft  not  under  a  ftate  of  healthful 

^  v  j 

nature,  but  require  fomething  to  relieve  and  regu¬ 
late  them — Now  the  fame  medicine  which  relieves, 

and 
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and  regulates  them,  during  the  illnefs,  would,  when 
the  illnefs  was  conquered,  and  the  powers  of  the 
conftitution  returned  to  their  natural  order,  or  ftan- 
dard,  produce  bad  effects  if  continued,  inafmuch  as 
the  fame  adtion  of  a  medicine  in  illnefs,  producing 
the  fame  effect  on  the  habit,  brings  that  habit  into 
a  ftate  of  health  by  that  very  action  ;  which  a  Orion, 
the  body  being  in  an  healthful  ftate,  is  too  power¬ 
ful  ;  for  it  then  needing  no  fuch  aid,  would  have 
its  powers  too  much  increafed,  and  by  that  means 
diftrefs  from  that  very  fource  would  be  occalioned. 
— The  fame  argument  may  be  made  ufe  of,  where 
debilitating  means  have  been  applied,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  too  active  powers  of  the  habit,  morbidly 
affe&ed. 

From  what  has  been  advanced  I  conclude,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  caufe  of  thefe  deviations  depend  folely 
„  on  the  ftate  of  the  conftitution,  and  by  no  means 
on  the  nature  of  the  medicine. 


Now, 
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Now,  as  I  confider  the  action  of  medicines,  and 
the  femina  morbi,  to  be  exa&ly  under  the  fame 
point  of  view,  regarding  their  relpe&ive  operations 
on  the  machine,  and  effe&s  produced — I  fay,  thefe 
depend  totally  on  the  nature  of  the  conftitution 
operated  upon — for  inftance, 

•  T  *  %  .  \  •  *  .  r 

*. •iiA  .  VO  v  \  ■ 

If  a  Man  of  frong  fiamina ,  great  vafcular  irrita- 

\  »  f 

bility ,  feady ,  regular ,  nervous  incitability ,  yfiwz  texture 
of  the  bloodr  was  to  be  feized  with  an  intermittent 
fever,  of  the  quotidian  or  tertian  type,  from  mar  Hi 
miafma — in  order  to  form  his  cure,  the  vafcular  ir¬ 
ritability  mu  ft  be  abated,  the  too  ftrong  tone  of  the 
folids,  and  mufcular  fibres  in  fome  degree  debilita¬ 
ted,  and  the  cohefive  power  of  the  blood  weaken¬ 
ed — by  bleeding,  purging,  cooling,  faline  medicines, 
antimonial  diaphoretics  ;  —  which  done,  the  Bark 
might  afterwards  be  adminiftered.  And  if  a  man 
of  a  fimilar  conftitution  takes  fo  large  a  quantity  of 
heating  ftimulants  as  to  produce  the  fame  febrile 
appearances,  without  intermiflion  —  the  treatment 

would 
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would  be  the  fame. — Not  from  the  miafmata,  or 
ftimulants,  having  produced  thefe  effe&s — but  from 

•  »  ^  .  i*  f  -  »  •*  *  »  .  f 

the  fame  conftitutional  caufes. 

*  ’  *  .  '  ;  •-  r\  £  \  ~  -  f  ;  41  >• 

But  was  the  marfli  miafma  to  affeCt  a  man  of  de¬ 
bilitated  habit ,  weak  nervous  incitability ,  and  enfeebled 
vafcular  irritability ,  with  a  loofe  texture  of  the  fangui- 
nary  mafs — cordial,  nervous  medicines  with  the  ufe 
of  blifters  might  be  added  to  the  ufe  of  the  Bark  ; 
and  thefe  would  be  required  from  conftitutional 
caufes  alfo,— that  the  conftitution  itfelf  might  be 
rouzed  to  feel  the  tonic  power  of  that  remedy,  and 
experience  its  good  effe&s. 

•  »  -  •  -  V  J  i  i  j  <  .  ,  j  ’ 

A  variety  of  other  inftances  might  be  offered  in 
proof  of  the  fame  pofitions — and  this  mode  of  rea- 
foning  will  be  found  applicable  to  almoft  all  cafes ; 
particularly,  all  fuch  as  are  general  in  the  habit,  or 
are  owing  to  general  affections :  and  the  more  it  is 
examined  into,  the  more  the  propriety  and  necef- 
fity  of  paying  particular  attention  to  what  has  been 
i  fpeci- 
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fpecified  will  appear  ;  but  what  has  been  faicl  will,  I 
hope,  be  fufficient  to  fupply  the  propofed  hints,  and 
lead  me  to  my  laft  propofttion. 


“  "That  one  prefent  fource  of  retarding  the  progrefs 
i(  of  the  medic  art ,  is  the  loofe  and  negleBful  manner 
“  in  which  cafes  and  their  modes  of  cure ,  or  want  of 
“ fuccefsy  are  deferred.’’'’ 


It  has,  I  flatter  myfelf,  been  clearly  proved,  as 
far  as  the  time  allotted  upon  this  occafion  will  per¬ 
mit,  that  the  conftitution,  with  its  different  divifions, 
require  the  firft  attention  of  the  Phyfician  ;  and  it 
will  readily  occur,  that  in  practice  it  is  to  be  con- 
fidered  not  only  collectively,  but  abftraCtedly ;  that 
it  fhould  be  found  out  in  what  part  the  conftitution 
is  moft  defective,  whether  refpeCting  its  nervous  In¬ 
ert  ability —  vafcular  Irritability  —  mufcular  Strength — 
texture  or  compofition  of  the  Blood — and  Fluids — and 
the  Appendicula. 


H 


For 
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For  as  all  the  parts  a£t  in  combination  with  each 
other,  as  they  tranfmit  to  each  other  the  principle 
of  their  power,  yet  may  experience  feparate  affec¬ 
tions  inherent  in  themfelves,  which  may  be  gene¬ 
rally  or  partially  communicated,  creative  of  general 
or  partial  diflurbance  —  they  fhould  always  be  par¬ 
ticularly  attended  to :  inafmuch  as  the  negleft  of 
fome,  may  occafion  too  often  our  endeavours  to  be¬ 
come  abortive.. 

# 

But  we  find  commonly  too  little  faid  on  the  pre¬ 
valent  peculiarities  of  the  conlfitution,  upon  which 

different  medicines  have  been  tried  in  fimilar  dif- 

% 

eafes,  wherein  they  have  fometimes  proved  fucceff- 
ful,  fometimes  otherwife. 

Now,  as  medicines  a£t  differently  in  different 
quantities— with  different  combinations — in  diffe¬ 
rent  conftitutions — in  the  fame  conftitutions  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  —  in  the  fame  difeafe  at  the  different 
times  of  the  malady,  with  regard  to  the  good  or  bad 

effefts 
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effeds  they  produce  —  and  as  this  apparent  diffe¬ 
rence  of  adion  depends  upon  the  different  ftates  of 
the  moving  powers,  and  what  I  call  their  appendi¬ 
cular,  the  conftitutional  peculiarities  fhouid  always 

b  lc  *  >  —  v  4 

be  nicely  difcriminated. 

This  mode  would  often  enable  us  to  difcover,  on 
what  account  various  remedies  had  been  fuccefsful ; 
wherein  they  had  failed,  and  dired  us  to  the  beft 
method  of  feleding  and  combining  medicines,  and 
of  curing  difeafes,  fuch  as  fall  immediately  under 
the  Phyfician’s  care  ;  and  affift,  in  moft,  to  which  the 
Surgeon  lays  claim,  as  little,  very  little  is  to  be 
done  with  the  femina  morbi,  and  the  fpecific  power 
of  our  remedies  is  merely  ideal.  For  as  is  the  Hate 
of  the  moving  powers  and  fluids,  with  their  combi¬ 
nations,  fo  will  be  the  adion  of  our  medicines,  and 
confequently  fo  will  be  the  indications  in  our  appli¬ 
cations. 


H  2 
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Permit  me,  before  I  conclude,  to  offer  a  cafe, 
by  way  of  exemplification,  which  will  afford,  I 
prefume,  no  weak  proof  of  what  has  been  advanced. 


Mr.  *****,  a  perfon  of  middle  age,  had  been 
fome  time  affli£ted  with  a  difeafe,  fimilar  to  what 
is  termed  Gonorrhoea  libidinosa. 


His  mufcular  flamina  were  tolerably  good ;  he 
had  a  great  deal  of  nervous  incitability  ;  weak  vaf- 
cular  irritability ;  the  texture  of  the  blood  not 
firm,  nor  could  be  called  broken  ;  his  digeftion,  tho’ 
his  appetite  was  tolerable,  defective  ;  he  had  now 
and  then  chillinefs,  fucceeded  by  flufhing  heats, 
which  came  on  irregularly ;  his  pulfe  in  general 
was  flow,  and  undulating  ;  and  when  quickened,  as 
it  would  now  and  then  be,  on  fome  extraordinary 
occafions,  weak ;  his  vifcera  all  appeared  found  ; 


*  Though  delicacy  prevents  the  infertion  of  the  Name,  ftill  any 
medical  Gentleman,  delirous  of  further  information,  may  acquire  it 
by  application  to  the  author,  who,  for  the  fake  of  accuracy,  read  this 
account  three  times  to  the  patient,  and  he,  at  that  time ,  perfe&ly  coin¬ 
cided  with  the  exa&itude  of  the  defcriptiom 
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his  bowels  very  irregular,  fometimes  extremely  cof- 
tive,  at  others  as  much  the  reverfe — always  in  one 
extreme  or  the  other  ;  his  urine  pale,  and  limpid  for 
the  molt  part,  but  now  and  then  depofiting  a  whi- 
tilh,  furfuraceous,  mucilaginous  fediment  — -  he  was 
petulant,  and  irafcible  when  trifles  perplexed  him  ; 
when  not,  timid  and  defpairing — his  fluids  were  acri¬ 
monious  ;  his  memory  weak,  and  his  recolle&ion 
painful ;  creative  of  much  uneafinefs,  when  he  could 
not  bring  to  his  mind  that  of  which  he  was  in  quell: 
•—his  whole  frame  was  in  general  fo  languid,  that 
flight  motion  greatly  fatigued  him ;  his  extremities 
were  in  general  cold  —  in  eafterly  or  fouth-well 
winds  lie  always  complained  of  being  worfe,  and 
was  perceptibly  fo — his  nights  were  conftantly  reft- 
lefs  —  he  had  fometimes  two  or  three  emiffions  in 
the  night ;  complained  of  partial  heat  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  back,  which  he  faid,  now  and  then,  tranf- 
fufed  itfelf  all  over  him,  and  made  him  extremely 
faint— he  was  never  thirfty. 


In 
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In  this  ftate  he  had  continued  for  ten  months, 
though  •  now  vifibly  growing  worfe,  and  had  been 
under  the  care  of  two  phyficians  of  eminences 
they  had  put  him  under  a  courfe  of  reftringent 
medicines  —  bark,  white  vitriol,  ginfeng,  &c.  and 
ordered  him  the  cold  bath ;  but  all  proved  inef¬ 
fectual. 

At  this  period,  his  conftitution  was  confidered  in 

»  f 

general  after  the  mode  above  recommended  ;  taking 
in  alfo  the  topical  affeCtion — -a  weaknefs  of  the  fe- 
minal  veflels,  and  determination  of  the  fluids  to 
thofe  parts  creating  heat,  and  caufing  emiflions. 


The  Indications  of  Cure  were, 

To  determine  the  Fluids  externally ,  by  increafmg 
Terfpiratlon — -  to  Jlrengthen  the  digefive  Organs — in¬ 
crease  the  Irritability  of  the  vafcular  Jyfem  —  abate  the 
nervous  Incit ability — and  give  tone  and  firmnefs  to  the 
habit  in  general ,  which  were  accomplifhed  by  cor¬ 
dial  faline  diaphoretics,  warm  tonics,  camphorated 

o,  ■  and 
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and  ^ethereal  anti-fpafmodics,  and  ftomachic  bitters 
— keeping  the  body  moderately  and  gently  open  by 
mild  aperients. 

•% 

Under  this  method,  his  extremities  firft  loft  their 
coldnefs,  in  a  great  degree,  and  when  warm,  he 
always  found  himfelf  relieved  ;  at  which  time  there 
was  a  great  itching  in  his  Ikin,  which  was  diftend- 
ed,  appearing  like  an  univerfal  efiera,  the  matter 
by  a  general  ftimulus  under  the  lkin,,  elevating  the 
whole  furface  regularly,,  not  fire  wing  any  eruptions, 
except  here  and  there,  one  now  and  then,  on,  his 
breaft,  or  on  the  lower  part  of  the  head,  juft  above 
the  neck,  at  the  roots  of  the  hair.  He  began  now 
to  recover  every  day,  and  when  his  fyftem  fire  wed 
it  was  in  fome  degree  invigorated,  bathing  in  the 
Thames  and  riding  exercife  eftablifhed  his  cure. 

The  reafon  why  the  former  Gentlemen  had  been 
fo  long  unfuccefsful,  appears  very  obvious.:  they 

had  not  paid  any  attention  to  the  torpid  ftate  of 

the 
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the  vafcular  fybem,  on  which  account  the  fluids 
were  always  crowding  upon  the  internal  parts,  ha- 
ving  their  acrimony  increafed  ;  and  the  aftringent 
medicines,  not  being  capable  of  exerting  their  ac¬ 
tion,  from  a  defe£t  of  vafcular  irritability,  the  vef- 
fels  being  in  fuch  a  bate  of  torpor,  as  not  to  feel 
the  effe&s. 

Hence  the  feminal  veflels,  being  before  in  a  wea¬ 
kened  bate,  fuffered  a  partial  irritation,  by  the 
fluids  there  collected,  occafloning  bimulus,  and  in¬ 
creafed  heat  —  emiflions  fucceeded  emiflions  —  the 
machine  became  more  and  more  debilitated  —  the 
nervous  incitability  increafed ;  the  confequence  of 

t 

which  would  foon  have  been  a  he&ic  fever  with  a 
tabes. 

Would  time  permit,  a  variety  of  cafes  might  be 
adduced,  in  which  fimilar  fuccefs  from  fimilar  rea- 
fons  have  confirmed  the  validity  of  a  praftice  fo 
founded— and  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  in  all  our 

recitals 


recitals  of  cafes,  whether  fuccefsfully  or  unfuccefs- 
fully  treated,  were  we  to  advert  to  what,  perhaps, 
by  fome  may  be  confidered  as  minutia:  too  trifling 
in  the  prefent  fcale  of  phyfic,  we  fhould  find,  as 
well  from  one  as  the  other,  much  ufeful  matter 
proceeding — And  I  have  no  doubt  but  we  ftiould 
difcover,  in  very  many,  if  not  in  all,  the  reafons 
why  accounts  fo  fimilar  in  their  defcriptions,  fo  dif- 

♦i.  4*  1 

fimilar  in  their  confequences,  have,  and  do  prefent 

'  » 

themfelves  daily  to  our  view. 

V 

But  I  flatter  myfelf,  what  has  been  already  ad¬ 
vanced  will  be  fufficient  to  afford  hints,  that  may 
induce  fome  more  capable  to  attempt  the  inveftiga- 
tion,  and  give  ftill  clearer  views  than  lies  within  the 
compafs  of  my  very  limited  knowledge :  I  ftiall, 
therefore,  conclude  in  the  words  of  a  favorite  au¬ 
thor,  as  they  are  expreffive  of  my  wifhes — “  Non 
“  dicam,  quod  ad  commodiorem  &  certiorem  rae- 
“  dendi  methodum  nihil  exinde  inveniri  poflit.  Doc- 
“  trinam  itaque,  quemadmodum  cum  praxi  cohasreat, 

l  “  &  qua: 
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“•  &  qua;  utility  in  certain  &  compendiofam  medendl 
“  metliQ'dum  inde  redundet*  non  hominum  ad  jtfdi- 

^  #  *  f  r  '  *  r-.  If 

“  candurrv  ineptorumf  non  juvenum  &  inpraxi  plane 

f  wv,  t-  (r  \  *  #  <►*  ^  • 

“  inexercitatorum,  non  fe£tarioruift,  -  St  qui  veras  'de1- 

?  *•»  '  '  —  * !’  2 

monftraftdi,'  &  logicas  regulas  ignorant ;  fed  vef- 

tro,  ViKI  SOLIDISSIMA  PERITIA  ET  ERUDITI.ONE  IN- 

*  P  r  *  «r  #  .a  ♦  r 

“  structi,  judicio,  candori,  atque  integritati,  nee 
non  attention  meditationi  atque  experientke  etiam 
atque  etiam  commendo.” 
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